
Happy November GMS Families!

October came and went in a flash! Throughout October we

celebrated Unity Day, danced the night away at our 4rth Annual

Harvest Dance, and held our Fall parent/teacher conferences.

Throughout the month of November, we will end the first Quarter

and begin the second Quarter, have our first Quarter awards

ceremony, trot into Thanksgiving Break by holding our Annual

Turkey Trot, continue to hold high expectations, consistently review

behavioral and academic expectations, and continue to build community in the classrooms and

school wide.

As a reminder, daily attendance is imperative to a child’s academic and social-emotional growth.

Students are expected to be in Advisory by 7:45 a.m. each day and remain in school until 2:10

p.m. Being on time for school is just as imperative for a child's academic and social-emotional

growth. The administrative team at GMS sends attendance letters to students who have missed: 5,

10, 15, or 25+ days. GMS Administration will continue to reach out to schedule meetings with

families and identify ways in which we can support students with daily attendance.

See you in the drop-off line,

Michelle 🚧

GMS Principal



As we move into November, we want to remind everyone how important consistent attendance is

for your child’s success. Every day in class counts, students who are present and on time are more

connected, confident, and ready to learn.

Attendance Tip: Try setting a “school night routine.Sunday - Thursday: ” Have your child pack their

bag, pick out clothes, and set an alarm before bedtime (maybe two 🙂). A calm morning helps

make on-time arrivals easier and helps your student start the day off right!

Let’s finish the fall strong with great attendance and great effort.

🍁 11/3, 2nd Quarter Begins

🍁 11/4, No School - Teacher In-Service

🍁 11/4, GMS PTO Meeting, 5pm - GMS Cafeteria

🍁 11/11, No School - Veterans Day

🍁 11/13, First Quarter Awards Assemblies

🍁 11/26, Annual Turkey Trot! (more details will be shared closer to the date)

🍁 11/26, Early Dismissal - 11:10am

🍁 11/27-28, Thanksgiving Break

🍁 12/2, Return to School



GMS Advisories focus on a new social-emotional skill each month.

November's Advisory theme is Self-Management. Throughout the

month, students will participate in Advisory lessons and activities

that focus on the ability to manage one's emotions, thoughts and

behaviors effectively in different situations and to achieve goals

and aspirations. Teams collaborate to share their understanding of

the monthly theme through bulletin board displays, community-

building activities, and being positive role models and members of

the school community.



5th Grade Team

It was wonderful seeing so many families at parent/teacher

conferences. We look forward to working with all of you throughout

the rest of the school year!

The fifth grade advisories have been focusing on the theme of self-

awareness and how we are all connected as a school community.

Many students are making new friends at the middle school and adjusting to the new environment

well. In advisories, we play games and learn about one another through shared activities.

6th Grade Team

In ELA, students are diving into argument writing using excerpts

from Roald Dahl’s memoir, Boy: Tales of Childhood. They are

learning to analyze Dahl’s early experiences and form their own

well-supported opinions on the ideas and events he describes.

In Math we are learning how to solve real-world problems by

finding equivalent ratios using double number lines and tables. Students will use tables in future

courses to represent functional relationships.

7th Grade Team

In ELA, students have completed reading Red Scarf Girl by Ji-li

Jiang. We are writing our first essay about how Ji-li has changed

throughout the course of the story due to her experiences living

through the Chinese Cultural Revolution. We will be starting our

second unit, and we are reading the play A Raisin in the Sun by

Lorraine Hansberry.

October was a busy month in math! We finished up our first unit

about scale drawings and are now working on proportional

relationships. We have also welcomed the new math teacher, Jennifer Murray!

In Science we have wrapped up our thermal energy unit and are moving onto matter cycling! In this

unit we will learn about how matter travels through trophic levels and what happens to it when it is

used by plants, animals, fungi and bacteria!

Unified Arts

PE: Students wrapped up the quarter with a few different units. They participated in a week of

dodgeball games, which allowed them to integrate the skills they learned in their target games

unit. In addition, they completed a volleyball unit, where they were able to showcase their passing,



setting, and serving skills. Lastly, 6th and 7th graders worked in

small groups to design new games for the class. Each group got

to be PE teachers for a day, explaining their games to the rest of

the class and officiating as their classmates participated in their

creative activities.

Student Services Team

The end of October marks the end of the first quarter! We encourage you to review your student’s

grades with them and discuss their triumphs and challenges. Ms. Shona is available to meet with

your student to set academic goals and monitor progress as we enter a new quarter.

We are also excited to welcome a new school adjustment counselor to the team- Haley Greland.

You can expect to hear from her soon if your student is on her caseload and she will be present

throughout the day for all students

Student Council - Mondays, 2:15-3:20pm

Art Club - Mondays, 2:15-3:20pm

Fantasy Book Club - Tuesdays, 2:15-3:15

Garden Club - Tuesdays, 2:15-3:15pm

Dodgeball Intramurals - Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:15-3:20pm

Late Bus runs: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday. Pick-up at GMS at 3:20pm
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