
Message from the Principal

Good afternoon Newton School Community,

It is so hard to believe that it is already November, and soon the holiday season will be upon us.

We have enjoyed a lovely fall, but I want to remind everyone that with the fall season also comes a

dip in the temperature that requires light coats or sweatshirts during outdoor recess. Please help

us remind students to dress warmly when they come to school.

Thank you for partnering with us to support your children and our school. With the change of the

season, I also want to reflect on the many blessings that come with being part of the Newton

school community. I am so grateful for our wonderful community, students, and staff, and I wish

each of you a wonderful Thanksgiving break, or Thanksgiving holiday for those who celebrate.

With gratitude and appreciation,

Carol Jacobs

November 2 - School Picture Retakes

November 4 - Election Day- NO SCHOOL for students - Teacher Professional Development Day

November 17- PTO Meeting 3:30-4:30 pm - representatives from the School Committee will attend

November 21 - All School Meeting - Parents are welcome

November 26- Early Release

November 26- Turkey Trot

November 27- Thanksgiving Day



November 27 and November 28 - Thanksgiving Break

The Annual Turkey Trot for the entire district is scheduled for Wednesday morning November 26

from 9-11. Our Physical education teacher Craig Murdock is leading this event, and we are excited

to have some fun right before the Thanksgiving break. Students will be running laps and collecting

stickers and there will be some friendly competitions between classes. Please be sure your child

is dressed in clothing that is appropriate for running and playing outdoors for the morning.

Thank you to all families for working with us on the dismissal process. It is not working as well as

we hope so we want to remind you of a few things.

Pick Up in the Circle

1. Please display your number so it is easily visible (hanging from your mirror, taped to the side

window work well).

This allows our staff to call ahead and have students ready to come out more quickly

2. Please do not get out of your car. We have a staff member in the circle to help your child get into

the car if needed. This allows the flow of traffic to move more smoothly. Please make sure their

seat is on the right side so they can load quickly. We do not want students loading on the left for

safety purposes.

3. We are going to ask the buses that pick up in the circle to pull all the way around to the cone. All

other cars should pull as far forward as they can to improve flow.

4. If you have to go into the school, you must park in the parking lot and walk to the school. No one

should be leaving their car in the circle unattended at any point during the busy arrival or dismissal

period.

Just a reminder that school begins at 8:30 am and all students should be in the building before

8:45 am to avoid being late. It is disruptive to students when they come into school late so please

make every effort to get your children to school on time. If you are having trouble with this

process, I will be happy to speak with students. Thank you for your help with this!



We still need two parents and a community member for our School Council, which will begin

meeting this month. It is so important to have the voices and perspectives of parents on this

advisory council. We will work on the school’s School Improvement Plan, the budget, look at data,

and discuss ways to make our school better. The commitment is one monthly meeting. Please

send me an email asap at carjac1@gpsk12.org.

Your voice matters!

The school banking program is off to a good start, but there is still room to sign up to have your

child open a savings account. The staff from the bank come to the school on banking days, and
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students can make a deposit to their account and watch their money grow. Saving money is

certainly an important skill to learn at a young age.

Hello families!

This October, Chef Kyle Zegel facilitated our second cafeteria taste test of the school year here at

Newton! If you don't already know, during these taste tests Kyle serves up samples of delicious

recipes featuring produce from local farms. Students vote on the sample and their feedback

determines if the recipe becomes part of the meal rotation, helping Greenfield increase local

purchasing, scratch cooking, and encouraging students to try new foods and learn about the local

food system.

If you would like to volunteer to help out during these monthly taste tests, please reach out to Ruby

Henry on the PTO for details!



This month's taste test was a pear parfait! The pears were sourced

from Fix Brothers Fruit Farm in Hudson, NY and turned into a sweet

and flavorful compote with ginger and cinnamon to give it some

oomph. Of the 96 students who tried the sample, 79% reported

they "loved it" and 7% reported they "liked it". I call that a winner!

Check out the recipe card below, so you can cook the recipe at

home.

Happy cooking!

Chef Kyle



Fourth Graders are Nuts

About Math
Fourth graders started the year

off showing off their math

skills.

Friends- I'll Be There For

You
The fourth grade students in

Ms Haag's class drafted and

published essays on the topic

of What makes A Good Friend?

All Are Welcome Here

Ms Baron, our speech and

language teacher, and her

students made this board to

welcome everyone back to

school. Love this message!

Why Are Fish So Smart?

Our young artists made fish for this board

because smart fish swim in schools

Inspired by the book,The Dot by Peter

Renolds
Our student artists used this book as inspiration

to create their own dots inspired by Vasily

Kandinsky. The catch phrase- Make your mark

and see where it takes you!

Fourth Grade Goals

Fourth graders are setting

goals and achieving them!

They are responsible learners!

Falling into Fall with

Scarecrow Math
Students in third grade were

showing their knowledge of

addition and multiplication.

Affirmational Quotes

This year the school hallways

include motivational messages

reminding students of how

much they can accomplish!



They created poems and did

the math, representing

repeated addition and

multiplication.

First Grade Talks about Being Kind

The first graders illustrated ways that the can

be kind

Kindergarteners learned about

Grandfather Clocks
Mrs. Connolly's kindergarteners learned about

Grandfather Clocks in their Core Knowledge unit

and then they made their own.





We still have some openings for our before-school care program. Lynnette Stribley is the

Coordinator of the program. If you signed up before school started but have yet to receive a

response, we have space for you! Please contact Sara Toponce or by calling the school at 413-

772-1370.

This group is amazing! Just last month, they provided food and treats to the staff during parent

conferences, ran the annual book fair to raise funds for school enrichment programs, and

participated in the Trick or Trunk event at Four Corners and distributed treats to over 200 students!

Please consider joining the PTO and help them support our school. Contact the PTO if you would

like to volunteer some time. Make sure to follow our Newton PTO page on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/NewtonSchoolfriends

https://www.facebook.com/NewtonSchoolfriends


Carol Jacobs

https://gpsk12.org/newton-school


