
 

GREENFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2025 
Jon Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., Greenfield MA 

 
Present: Ann Childs (AC); Elizabeth Deneeve (ED); Melodie Goodwin (MG); Glenn Johnson-Mussad 
(GJM); Kathryn Martini (KM) attending remotely; Mayor Ginny DeSorgher (GD) attending remotely, left 
meeting at 7:18pm; Stacey Sexton (SS) 

Absent: None 

Also present: Karin Patenaude, Superintendent; Stephen Sullivan, Assistant Superintendent; Andy 
Paquette, Business Manager; Shane T. and Lauren H., Student Representatives 
 
I. Call to Order 

With a quorum present (AC, ED, MG, GJM, KM, GD, SS), Chair Johnson-Mussad called the meeting to 
order at 6:32 p.m.  
 
II. Public Comment  

Pamela Goodwin, Greenfield, spoke to need for more funding for education. 
 
III. Report of Student Representatives to the Committee  

Shane T. and Lauren H. reported on activities at GHS: Student Council, clubs, and athletics. Details in 
written report. 
 
IV. Reports of the Administration  

A. Business Manager  

Andy Paquette reported on year-end closing, ensuring purchase orders and encumbrances are entered, 
and provided projections for end-of-year balances. He confirmed that ESSER III funds are fully expended, 
with encumbrances through December 2025. Details in financial sheets and report. 
 
B. Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning Report  

Stephen Sullivan reported on grants supporting the Acceleration Academy, summer food programs, 
artist-in-residence, and the Innovation Career Pathway; professional learning; mock interviews at UMass; 
Extended School Year; Training Active Bystanders at GHS. Details in written report. 
 
C. Superintendent Report  

Supt. Patenaude presented her Summative Assessment Evidence, “Retrospective: The first year.” 
Details on goals, accomplishments, and data in presentation slides included in meeting materials. 
 
The Superintendent’s report provided enrollment data and update on business manager search. 
Elizabeth Deneeve will serve on interview committee. Details in written report.  
 
RE: Superintendent evaluation — School Committee members will receive the link to online evaluation, 
with one week to complete. CES will receive evaluation results, create report. Evaluation at June 
meeting. 
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V. Consent Agenda  

A.​ Approve the minutes of April 9, 2025  

B.​ Approve Administrative Receptionist Job Description 

C.​ Approve High School Library Book Weeding Lists 

D.​ Approve Summer Eats pay rates 

E.​ Approve the donation of three play structures for the Discovery School at Four Corners play area 

F.​ Approve the City Capital Planning Committee vote that approved the purchase of the combo oven 
with a not-to-exceed dollar amount of $120,000, funds for the purchase to come from the Food 
Service revolving account. 

ED moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. MG 2nd.  

Discussion: 
•​Discarded books are first available to City departments to use, and then moved to Roundabout Books. 
•​Oven is for GMS. 
•​Summer food service pay rates are increased from last summer; expect strong interest in applying for 

jobs. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 
VI. School Committee Reports 

A. Chair’s Report (GJM) 

Chair Johnson-Mussad thanked all for attending special meeting on May 13 to discuss budget, and asked 
City Council and the Mayor “to meet us halfway.” 
 
B. Ad Hoc Redistricting Subcommittee (ED) 

Subcommittee met on May 12 to review configurations from prior years and outlined two possible 
options. Next meeting June 3 at Greenfield Public Library. 
 
C. Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) Division V Report (ED) 

School Committee members Childs, Sexton, and Deneeve attended MASC “Day on the Hill” on May 6. 
Joined with School Committee members from Amherst, Hadley and Sunderland to discuss education 
priorities with senators and representatives. Thanks to Jesus Leyva for help organizing. This is third year 
Greenfield’s School Committee has participated. 
 
VII. Old Business - None 

VIII. New Business 

A. Greenfield Pride 

Agreement for interested School Committee members to join the Greenfield Pride Parade on June 7, to 
march either with elected officials or with GPS students/staff. Supt. Patenaude will find out how to 
connect with school group. Details to follow.  
 
IX. Adjournment  

ED moved to adjourn. AC 2nd. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:34pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Farber 
Recording Secretary 
 
Meeting Materials 

1.​ Agenda: May 14, 2025 

2.​ Draft minutes April 9, 2025 

3.​ GHS Student Representatives Report, May 14, 2025 

4.​ Financial Reports, May 9, 2025 

5.​ FY25 YTD Budget Update, May 12, 2025 

6.​ Assistant Superintendent’s Update, May 14,  2025 

7.​ Superintendent’s Update, May 12, 2025 

8.​ Superintendent Educator Evaluation materials 

9.​ Pay Rates for Summer Eats 2025, Greta Shwachman, Food Services Director, May 9, 2025 

10.​Photos of play structure 

11.​GHS Book Weeding lists 

12.​School Newsletters 
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