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Proposed 
revision to 
Policy BDA SCHOOL COMMITTEE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

For the purpose of organizing, the School Committee, at its first meeting in January of each 
year, will elect from its membership a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and a secretary, all of 
whom will hold their respective offices for a term of one year or until a successor is elected. 

A majority of the members of the School Committee will constitute a quorum. The election will 
proceed as follows: 

1. A public comment period will precede the election of officers. 

2. The Superintendent or designee will accept nominations from the floor for the 
office of chairperson. The chairperson will be elected by a majority roll-call vote of the 
members present and voting. If no nominee receives a majority vote, the election will be 
declared null and void and nominations will be reopened. 

3. Upon election, the new chairperson will preside, calling for the election of a vice 
chairperson and secretary, in order. The procedure used for their election will be the 
same as that for electing the chairperson. 

Any vacancy among the officers occurring between organizational meetings will be filled by a 
member elected by the School Committee. The election will be conducted as described above. 

Following election of officers at its organizational meeting, the School Committee may proceed 
into such regular or special business as scheduled on the agenda. 



File: BDE 
 

SUBCOMMITTEES OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
 
The School Committee will have the following standing committees.  It may, however, 
establish special subcommittees at its annual organizational meeting.  These 
subcommittees may be created for a specific purpose and to make recommendations for 
Committee action. 
 

1. The subcommittee will be established through action of the Committee. 
 

2. The Committee chairperson, subject to approval by the Committee, will appoint 
the subcommittee chairperson and its members. 

 
3. The subcommittee will be provided with a list of its functions and duties. 

 
4. The subcommittee may make recommendations for Committee action, but it may 

not act for the School Committee. 
 

5. The Committee chairperson and Superintendent will be ex-officio members of all 
special subcommittees. 

 
6. A subcommittee will be dissolved by the Committee upon completion of its 

assignment, or it may be dissolved by a vote of the Committee at any time. 
 
 
SOURCE: MASC 
 
CROSS REF.:  BEC, Executive Sessions 
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 File:  BDE - SUBCOMMITTEES OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

The School Committee shall appoint members to subcommittees at their annual organizational 
meeting for a period of one year.  These subcommittees may be created for a specific purpose 
and to make recommendations for Committee action. 

1.  The subcommittee will be established through action of the Committee. 

2.  The Committee Chair, subject to approval by the Committee, will appoint the 
subcommittee chair and its members. 

3.  The subcommittee will be provided with a list of its functions and duties. 

4.  The subcommittee may make recommendations for Committee action, but it may not 
act for the School Committee. 

5.  All subcommittees of the School Committee are subject to the provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law. 

SOURCE:  MASC - Reviewed 2022 

LEGAL REF.:  M.G.L. 30A:18-25 

CROSS REF.:  BEC, Executive Sessions 

NOTE:  Include in this category statements on Committees made up of School Committee 
members (but not advisory committees to the School Committee). 

The cross reference on the above policy is to a related policy in this manual.  The open 
meeting law, and its exceptions, applies to both School Committee meetings and meetings 
of the subcommittees of the School Committee; thus this cross-reference is necessary. 

If School Committee policy permits standing subcommittees, the current standing 
subcommittees should be included in the policy, and regulations may be needed on their 
duties and operations. Or, the duties of specific Committees sometimes are included as an 
informational document coded BDE-E. 

 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIII/Chapter30A/Section18
http://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/
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